
Jesus met a Demonised Man
                                Luke 8:26-39                                          #105

Jesus was sitting in a boat with His 12 disciples.  They were recovering from a terrifying night on the water.  Jesus had told them to get into a boat and go to the other side.  They couldn’t see the point of going over to foreign territory, but they did enjoy the old familiar rhythm of the boat – because some of them had been fishermen.  They were enjoying it until a storm blew up leaving them panic stricken in fear for their lives.  Jesus was sleeping through the storm.  They woke Him up.  He stood up.  He rebuked that storm and it calmed down – instantly.  That’s right, he spoke to that storm like it was some naughty child.  Then He turned to them and rebuked them too, for not having enough faith to do as he did.  They were humiliated.

It turned out to be all part of His training to be like combat soldiers fighting spiritual enemies.  If speaking to storms sounds strange what they saw next was weird.  Their next lesson was how to deal with extra-terrestrial powers.

They arrived on the far shore of Lake Galilee just as He said they would. They muttered to each other, “No one here.  What’s the point of going through all that terror just to end up in a deserted place like this?”:  They were lost, but learned from old tomb stones that it was the region of Gerasenes.
Jesus steps out of the boat and walks up shore. Just then a mad man appears from behind a tombstone.  He is stark naked, long tangled hair, dirty and covered with scratches and bruises. He is coming their way.  A sickening sight.  The planks in their boat feel rather comfortable right now.  But, no, they are meant to be following Jesus.  ‘Out you get boys – you first – no you go.’  They step ashore to witness a conversation – no ordinary conversation.

The man starts talking to Jesus – not the man himself but some presence deep inside him. No way a mad man can talk like this.  He seems to know Jesus first-hand - even better than they know Him; which isn’t very well.  Yes, he is a carpenter’s son from a little town called Nazareth.  But after the storm calming incident they were left asking each other, “Who is Jesus?”  What this being says next answers that very question.

The man cries out at the top of his voice, falls at His feet and begs Jesus.  “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  I beg you don’t torture me”.  

They strain forward. Did they hear correctly?  “Jesus, Son of the Most High God”?  Well, who else could calm storms?  And Jesus torturing?  He wouldn’t hurt a fly.  He only does good.  It’s like that feeling when with your Dad. A stranger comes up and has this familiar conversation like they have known each other for years.  It is an old classmate of 40 years before.  Only difference here is the other being is an enemy.  But they know each other all right.  An argument breaks out.
When the disciples finally got alone with Jesus they had plenty of questions and He gave them some background.  It was all in their own scripture but they had missed it.  They check it out from Isaiah’s book.
 (Isaiah 14).

A bit of background information, or rather back space.  Before time began, earth time that is, before there were people or even earth itself, there was heaven.  God lived there with Jesus, who was, as the man rightly said, Son of the Most High.  The third person within God, called Holy Spirit also lived there. Together they created other beings, called angels, to serve in heaven.  There were various groups. Lucifer led the worshipping angels. He was powerful and influential.  Trouble started when Lucifer got big ideas about himself and wanted to be equal with God Himself.  Bad idea. Pride rose up in him.  God could not tolerate this, so He expelled him from heaven along with all the other angels who followed Lucifer
.  His followers are known as demons.  God allowed them to occupy earth.  They are still here.  You can’t see them because they don’t have bodies.  They are spirit beings. 
This is not as incredible as it sounds.  Take wave forces. The only ones visible are light waves of various colours.  But there are also gamma rays, X rays, UV rays, microwaves, TV rays and radio waves.  We can’t see them but, if we have the right instruments, we can detect them.  In a similar sort of way spirit beings are another invisible force, or rather being, that are just as real, though you can’t see them.  Like electro-magnetic waves, they are invisible, but you learn about them by their effects.  In the case of demons, it is all bad.
I digress. Back to our story. 
Some of these demons roaming around earth, found this man and entered him to possess him.  Not having bodies of their own they come in by stealth at any opportunity. Once inside they set about doing the agenda of their Master, Lucifer –to steal, kill and destroy human beings.  Their hold on this man is so powerful they cause him to have superhuman strength to break chains. The locals can’t bind him, so he roams free like a mad man.  They control his speech.  That explains this conversation with Jesus whom the demons recognise in the spirit realm.

Jesus steps forward and approaches the demon possessed man.   The demons are terrified.  ‘The last time they met  He ordered them out of heaven and promised they would end up in the prison for Satan and demons called ‘Abyss’.  And why were they so scared of Jesus?  Jesus’ power had overwhelmed them in heaven.  They met Him again out in the desert where Jesus was fasting before going public.  He beat them out there by quoting scripture.  Now they confront Jesus again where both they and Jesus are fighting for the soul of the man.  Their intention is to destroy, Jesus’ intention is to redeem.  They think they have this poor fellow under their control.  He has gone crazy with their torments, lashing himself on tombstones, stark naked and all but dead when, to their horror, Jesus Himself turns up on the scene ready to fight.  Having been completely overpowered before they try a different strategy – one they have been mastering on earth - deception and lies.  They have deceived countless gullible human beings. But Jesus can see right into the spirit world.  He asks them a question.  To those disciples it seems like he is talking to the man.
“What is your name?”  

“Legion” the man replies.  

With one simple question Jesus uncovers their deception.  They had just asked Him, “What do you want with ​me, Jesus?” pretending to be just one being.  They would have fooled the disciples, but they can’t fool Jesus.  The man says his name is ‘Legion’. Whoa!  A legion is 4000 to 6000 Roman troops.  That’s a lot of demons and they are doing a lot of damage.  They can’t hide from Jesus. They are terrified of Him.  Jesus had put them all on death row an aeon back and Jesus keeps his word.

“Don’t order us into the Abyss”, they beg Him again and again.  Surprisingly Jesus obliges.  Not because he negotiates with demons, but because now is not the appointed time to be sent to this place.
On the next hillside, local men are minding a herd of about 2000 pigs. The demons beg Jesus to let them go into the pigs.  And He gives them permission. That seems strange.  Jesus doing what demons ask?  But Jesus has outsmarted them again.  Pig sirens!  Who would have thought of that?  They have just agreed to an excellent way of alerting the local population to the presence of Jesus.
Negotiations completed, it’s time for the transaction.  A word of command from Jesus and the whole legion of demons leave this man and each go for a pig.  2,000 pigs possessed with demons cause one mega siren.  A squealing rampage takes off down the bank, over the cliff and into mid-air.  Eeeaaaah, splash – pig belly flops.  The horrified workers look down to find 2,000 floating pork carcases.  Terrified, they run back to town to report. Pigs……squealing …trotting … running …down … over the side… eeeaaahh… splash… gone …  back up …dead… floating… no more pig.  We didn’t do it…. Not our fault…  There is this Jew from the far side. There is this mad man, naked, well you won’t believe this…
That was enough for the locals. They had all heard the pig sirens and they go off to see for themselves.  They get to the scene and there isn’t much to see.  No pigs, no mad man, just bobbing pork carcasses and this group of Jews.  They know that Jews don’t like pigs - being unclean - but this measure seems extreme.  They approach them shocked.  Here is this mad man – one of them – delivered, dressed and in his right mind.  He needs no introduction – it is him all right – with scars and bruises and a big smile. The  disciples had given him some clothes. He kneels at Jesus’ feet, begging permission to go with Him.  But Jesus sends him away saying, “Return to your own house, and tell what great things God has done for you.”  
Then the locals start begging Jesus to leave them alone.  It seems everyone is begging Jesus – the demons, the mad man, and the locals. Jesus obliges the locals and turns back to our boat.  The man does what he has been told. He went back and proclaimed throughout the whole city what Jesus had done for him.  

We disciples get back into our boat and check with each other if they have heard right.  “Tell how much who has done for you?”  They all agree.  He said, “Tell how much God has done for you”.   Who is this Jesus? – who commands storms and they still, who commands demons and they flee, Son of the Most High God, God Himself.
For Jesus, it’s mission accomplished.  He has redeemed the life of a demon filled foreign man.  He has redeemed him from being an out-caste mad man to being God’s agent in that region.  He has shifted them from being proud self-reliant fishermen to being humbled, teachable learners with their eyes and hearts off themselves and back onto Him.  And as they sail quietly home Jesus is back in charge of their small community and they are sitting quietly around Him thinking about what they have been through and wondering about ‘just who really is this Jesus’?

Jesus met a Demonized Man    
    “Get real” questions
1
1. What was living in the man? 
2. What was the man’s condition?
3. Who was the leading worshipping angel in heaven?  
4. What is the work of all the fallen angels now on earth? 
5. What did the man say his name was?
6. Where will demons go after their time on earth?
7. What did Jesus exercise to send them to the pigs? 
8. What is one of the strategies of the devil? 
9. What is his name here on earth? 
10. What is another name for him on earth? 

	
	Questions of the story
	Personal questions


	2.
	Why was this man ‘mad’?
	What do you think causes some people to go ‘mad’?



	3.
	What were these demons capable of doing?  What was their agenda?


	What evidence, if any, have you seen of demon activity?

	4.
	Why were these demons terrified of Jesus?

	Why do so many stories have as their theme ‘The triumph of good over evil’?


	5.
	How did Jesus outsmart these demons? 

	How do demons outsmart humans?

	6.
	What authority did Jesus have over this man’s condition?

	What authority does Jesus have over your problems?

	7.
	How could the man recover from such a bad condition so quickly and so thoroughly?

	What is required for you to recover from your condition?

	8.
	What did Jesus tell him to go and do?

	What does Jesus tell you to go and do?

	9.
	What were the disciples discovering about Jesus?

	Who do you say Jesus is?

	10.
	What did they come to understand was their right relationship with
Jesus? 

	What do you believe should be your relationship with Jesus?
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� Isaiah 14


� Now, on earth, Lucifer is known as Satan or the Devil
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