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#44
There was a man who lay on a mat day and night because his legs were paralysed.  He lived in the town of Capernaum on the north side of the Sea of Galilee in Israel. At that time Jesus was staying nearby with some of His friends.  Everyone was talking about Him.  He could heal sick people and deliver them from evil spirits just by a word of command.  He was a refreshing contrast to the established religious leaders, the Pharisees and Scribes who controlled people, wore expensive clothes and had high sounding titles. They claimed this man was cursed by God because he wasn’t getting healed.  This verdict crushed his spirit.  He was paralysed in heart also and struggled to have any hope of a future.  Round and round in his head he thought; ‘I am useless’, hopeless, a good-for-nothing’.
Locals heard that Jesus had come home so they all went to his house.  Some came to see a miracle; others had hopes that Jesus might be the promised Messiah, the Son of Man, as their prophet Daniel had called Him.  A company of Scribes came too.  These men considered it inappropriate that some young man from a little town of Nazareth could come on the scene and get all the attention without being authorised by them.  These high-status men commanded front seats in the living room.
The paralysed man had four very close friends who had stayed loyal to him, brought him what he needed and tried to encourage him.  Hearing the commotion, they rushed over to his stretcher, talking fast and coming up with a plan.  “We are taking you to Jesus” they said, as they each picked up a corner of his stretcher.  They didn’t ask the man, or he would have told them not to bother.  They well knew that round and round in his mind he thought, ‘I’m cursed, condemned; I’m worthless.  There is nothing more for me than hopelessness, boredom and dependence.’  But his friends don’t share these views.  They have heard about Jesus, have agreed on a plan and are determined to get him to Jesus.
They bounce him along the road, one at each end of the two stretcher poles. He hears them discuss their plan. 
 “We’ve got to get him to the feet of Jesus”, says one.  
“There is a big crowd gathered inside and outside the door”, says two.  
“They will not let us through”, says three.

 “We will find a way through”, says four.
“Even if we get inside there are Scribes to pass through”, says one.
“These distinguished gentlemen have come from Jerusalem to gather evidence against Jesus.  They are formidable,” says two.
“We must rise above all these obstacles”, says three.
“That’s it friend!  Above!  Above!  We will lower him down from above, through the roof,” says four.
This idea buzzes around those four like bees around a honey pot.

  “A flat mud roof is easier than a crowd of onlookers.”   says one.

 “We’ll have to work fast. Let’s go.  Just do it”. says two.
 “The crowd will complain,” says three.
“Get your eyes on the goal guys, on Jesus,” says four.
“What will Jesus do?  That is the key,” says one.
“We will never know unless we get to Him,” says two.
 “Faith overcomes fear,” says three.
“Time for action,” says four.
“Go and let’s keep focussed on Jesus.”
They arrive at the house and go up the back stairs.  Digging begins through dry mud.  A hole opens.  “Dig faster.”  Objections begin.  No time to explain.  Too noisy anyway. Widen the hole. Bare hands.  Lumps of clay drops onto Scribe below.  Brushes it off. Then……   There He is…….. Jesus.

“Tie the ropes, lower the feet. Hang on friend, you’re going down – feet first. Now his head …. straighten him up.”   
There he hung suspended in mid-air, in the centre of the room, his four friends peering down from above. Scribes scatter aside dusting off their robes. Crowds shouting and jostling.

Then He came into view – Jesus -  face on – calm, smiling at the man on his mat – pleased.  They lower him in front of His feet.  The crowd goes quiet.  What will Jesus say?

Jesus lifts His gaze to the four friends now peering through the vandalised hole.  He notices their faith in Him to heal their friend.  The Scribes collect their first evidence against Jesus.  ‘If He approves of this vandalism, we have a law against Him,’ they whisper. Jesus looks at him, right through him. He seems to see right into his hurting heart, his hopeless, helpless feelings, the guilt and the shame paralysing his soul.

Jesus speaks, “My son, your sins are forgiven” …  The tension is piercing.  Sin! This is the core issue, holding him paralysed.  He is a sinner like everybody else. But he is also paralyzed by the condemnation of the Scribes.  How does Jesus know that?  He needs no dialogue, no explanation, and no background checks.  He goes straight to the heart of that man’s need and approves the initiative of his four friends.  A huge sigh of relief comes over their faces.  This is better than they expected.  This deep burden of guilt is lifted off their friend’s heart.   And Jesus calls him, “My son.” He includes him as a family member in Jesus’ own family.  
The critics along the front whisper with delight. They had come to find fault with Jesus.  They have caught Him in a trap.  He claims to forgive sins.

Some Scribes were sitting there reasoning in their hearts. “Why does this man speak blasphemies like this?  Who can forgive sins but God, alone?”  Jesus is claiming to be God.  Blasphemy!  Unless of course Jesus is….. No.  He didn’t go through their courts and they claim to be God’s representatives. But the Scribes are cunning.  They are getting their evidence, but in this setting Jesus has got the crowds on His side. 
The paralysed man has his gaze fixed on Jesus’ face.  He knows what the Scribes are thinking.  But he also knows his own sins are forgiven.  All his guilt is gone.  But no-one else knows?  They need proof and that is just what Jesus is about to provide.
Jesus speaks to the opposition.  “Why are you thinking these things in your hearts?  Which is easier to say to the paralytic, ‘your sins are forgiven’, or to say, ‘get up, take up your mat and walk?’  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…”
Jesus then turns and looks down at the man, still paralysed.  He heard it and so did those Scribes.  Jesus calls Himself, ‘Son of Man’, a claim to be Messiah.  He is looking up at the face of Messiah.  He knows it but the Scribes are still looking for their evidence. 
Then Jesus commanded. “I tell you, get up, take your mat and walk”.  Immediately the same warmth and strength he had felt in his heart surges down his legs.  He is under orders of Messiah.  He obeys.  He gets up. He stands up. He bends down. He picks up his mat. He tucks it under one arm.  He points it towards the door and starts walking.  He doesn’t know how. He is just obeying orders.  The crowds part.  The temple authorities freeze on their seats, fuming with anger, humiliated.
As he stands up for the first time, he looks down over those Scribes sitting in the front row. He stands, free from their condemnations.
‘What is wrong with them?’  Jesus is giving them every possible chance to recognise that He is the Messiah.  They are free to change their minds right here.  Instead they turn away.
The crowd are amazed at what they see. The man is carrying the stretcher that used to carry him.  He carried it outside and they started praising God. “We’ve never seen anything like this”. Only God could do this. Glory to God.  
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“Get real” questions
1.
1. What was the condition of the sick man?

2. What was his heart condition?

3. What was the house made of?

4. What prevented access to Jesus?

5. What did Jesus approve of in the four friends?

6. What was the first condition Jesus addressed?

7. Who alone can forgive sin?

8. How did Jesus speak?

9. How did the man respond?

10. How did the crowd respond?


	
	Questions of the story
	Personal questions



	2.
	In what ways was the man paralysed?
	In what ways have you felt paralysed or inhibited?


	3.
	What effect did the judgements of the Scribes have on him?

	How have the judgements of others affected you?


	4.
	In what ways did his four friends lift him?

	How have friends lifted you?

	5.
	Why did Jesus approve his friends’ actions?
	What initiatives have you taken to get help?


	6.
	Why was forgiveness of his sins the important first step?
	Why is forgiveness of your sins important?


	7.
	Why did the Scribes consider Jesus’ claim to forgive sins as blasphemy?

	Who do you think Jesus is?

	8.
	How did Jesus heal his body?
	What do you believe Jesus can do for you?


	9.
	In what ways did this man experience redemption?
	In what ways can you experience redemption?


	10.
	What was the crowd’s final response to Jesus?


	What is your response to Jesus?
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