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There was a woman who became known as the woman at the well because that was where she met Jesus.   She was a Samaritan woman.  Their province of Samaria sat between Galilee in Northern Israel and Judea in the South.  They were half Jew, because 700 years before the Assyrian army came sweeping in and deported most of them north. The Assyrians settled their own people among those who were left.  They inter-married but fiercely kept their belief in the God of their ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  They had the five books Moses wrote which keep alive the stories of their ancestors and their early history.  (Moses was the one who met God in a burning bush that didn’t burn up and there, God told Moses His name: “I AM”).  

Their neighbours, the Jews, looked down on them because of their mixed blood.  They wouldn’t share with them the other information they had about God found in their books called Psalms and Prophets which tell of Messiah.  But Samaritans were looking forward to this Messiah too. Jews even travelled the long way around round between North and South of Israel just to avoid any contact with Samaritans. They were snobs.

This woman had another type of discrimination to put up with besides what she shared with her Samaritan race. She’d messed up on five marriages and was now living with yet another man.  She just couldn’t get it together and the other women of the town of Sychar gossiped about her and made jokes about her.  She hated it, so she collected her water from Jacob’s well in the heat of the day, after all the other women had collected theirs and returned to Sychar.  

One day she was carrying her water pot as usual, she reached the well, and this man was sitting alone on the side of the well.  A total stranger, a Jew of about 30.  To her surprise, he asks her for a drink. So she said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman, so how can you ask me for a drink?”  

Then He said something that sounded weird to her. “If you knew the gift of God and who it was that asks you for a drink, you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water”.  

What?  She is curious.  Who is this man?  What is this living water?  Is this just another arrogant Jew?  She doesn’t want to give him any advantage, and since this was their well, she points out.  “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with and the well is deep so where were you going to get this living water from?”  And she reminded him that we Samaritans have a pedigree too, none other than Jacob who gave us this well.  She continued, “He drank from it himself along with his sons and his livestock.”

The man avoids that topic and gets back onto drinking water and how much better His water is.

Hers was down an old well. His water was living, 

Hers quenches thirst for a time but His forever.

Jacob may have given her this water but He Himself is the source of His water. 
He even claimed he could transfer its source to others, so they too have a spring of water inside themselves giving them eternal life. 
Wow!  Impressive stuff. ‘Sold.  I will take some thanks.’  

She naively thinks she can save herself these lonely trips to the well in the heat of the day. The trouble was it came with conditions.  Yes, it was free, and yes, this man called Jesus does have this super water and yes, it can meet real deep needs.  But it comes with a catch.  She cannot have this ‘living water’ unless she gives up every other strategy for trying to meet her real thirst deep down.  She was not about to tell her secrets to some strange man.

She is caught.  She wants this spring of living water to quench her thirst inside and she wants it now.  That’s how she has lived her life – in the fast lane, short term satisfaction, quick fix, do it now.  Five husbands later she is as thirsty as ever.  On this thought He comes out with an order like a jab to the jaw. 

“Go, call your husband and come back”.

‘He cannot know about my lifestyle!’  She tries to shut that topic down.  “I don’t have a husband”.  

What He said next was a clear knock-out punch. 
“You are right when you say you have no husband.  The fact is you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband.  What you have just said is quite true.”

What! Her brain scrambles to process what she has just heard.  He’s not meant to know that.  How does He know?  What else does this man know?  She must recover quickly. How do you fight a Jew again?  That’s right, if you get cornered with a Jew start with some flattery and follow it up with some of their shady history.  All these thoughts happen in a flash.

“Sir, I see you are a prophet”.  (That’s the flattery).  “Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain but you Jews say that Jerusalem is the place for true worship”. (That’s the shady history).  Two centuries before Jews smashed their temple on this very mountain in view from the well.  He will probably know that after this act of terrorism some Samaritans sneaked in the dead of night to foul up the Jew’s temple at Jerusalem.  We have been mocking each other ever since.  This seems like a good distraction to get this Jew out of her private life.  But it was just a knee jerk reaction.

She was still trying to process how this total stranger, can possibly know her darkest secrets.  She is in a dilemma.  The mention of her husband goes to the very source of her deep thirst and makes her desperate to relieve her aching soul.  Putting His finger right on her pain makes her suspect this man is for real.  But how can she get at this special living water without him prying into her private life.  Ah, She can’t!
Another concern comes to mind.  Jewish religious leaders have a terrible reputation for throwing stones at anyone found having an immoral life. If this Jew is one of those types, he could have her stoned to death. To her relief, he doesn’t mention her lifestyle again, nor their touchy history.  Instead he picks on the topic which she mentioned.  Worship. He has fresh views on that too.

“Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.”

‘So, geography has nothing to do with worship – anywhere will do.  That was good.  That gives us Samaritans a chance.  And he hasn’t finished with inter-ethnic comparisons.’  

“You Samaritans don’t know who you worship but we Jews know because salvation is from the Jews”.  

‘What a stirrer.  He brings up the touchy issues but doesn’t put me down with them.  Here he is reminding me that we Samaritans only have the first five books of Moses, but Jews have other scriptures like the Psalms and Prophets which tell about God in a more personal way.  They also tell about Messiah, a Saviour, who will come and do…  Well she doesn’t know what He will do because Jews keep this knowledge to themselves.  The arrogance of them.  Perhaps this Jew will tell me some of their secrets.’  She was warming to this man.  He was not arrogant.
He continues about worship.  “A time is coming and has now come when the true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks.  God is spirit and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth.”

This is all new to that woman.  God is Father.  Like Dad going looking for his lost little daughter at the market.  When they find each other they have a big hug. So intimate.  Just like her father wasn’t.  He was so distant; no affection for her. That might explain why she could never get close to her husbands. They left her, again and again and again.  But God is an intimate father not some distant unreachable super being you try to please but never really succeed. Like any good father He is looking out for His children.  Could God the Father be looking for me?.....
And what about worship ‘in Spirit’?  No more messy, expensive animal sacrifices repeatedly. Now worship is to be inside the heart, like the deep joy and gladness and feeling of belonging that wells up within when that lost daughter finds her Dad at the busy market.  She runs to Him calling out “Daddy”.… That’s beautiful….
And worship is in truth.  Oh no!  Worship in truth?  She thought He had overlooked her past.  At this point in the conversation she is desperate to get this living water but now He points to truth.  She guesses she doesn’t qualify.  The truth about her past is very bad. It has been a complex tangle of broken relationships and hurts and shame.  If she must face the truth about her life before she can worship properly, she will never qualify.  It’s too painful.  By herself she will never be good enough.

At this point her inner turmoil was reaching boiling point.  Jesus had left her with a big, big thirst for what He has to offer. But He has also exposed her inner pain and shame.  Yet, she has another impression of this Jesus which seems too good to be true.  Although He does seem to know all about her, yet He is not at all condemning.  Her rotten lifestyle doesn’t seem to put him off.  He doesn’t mention it again.
She became lost for words.  She desperately wants to connect with this man, so she comes right out and tells Him all she knows.  “I know that Messiah is coming.  When He comes He will explain everything to us.”  If what he told about her past knocked her out, what He was about to tell her blew her to pieces.  

“I who speak to you, I am He.”
She is speechless.  Did she hear correctly?  “I AM”, “Messiah”.  She is speaking with the Christ, the voice who spoke to Moses from the burning bush and said, “I AM”, was His name.  The one we have all been waiting for, both Jews and Samaritans, the Saviour himself.  She is engaging in a private conversation with Messiah Himself.

Just then, 12 more Jewish men appear on the scene and they are shocked to find their friend talking alone with her, a Samaritan woman.   They had been into town to get some lunch.  The conversation stops and she runs out of there fast.  She forgets her water pot. She forgets her social stigma. She runs back to town.   She must tell the others in her town about this man.

On her way home, she is trying to piece it all together.  
She knew the Messiah will tell us everything.  This man Jesus has just told her everything about her own life.  
She knew the Christ will be a Saviour.  This man revealed her shame but didn’t condemn her.  And furthermore, He seems very willing to give her His living water without any prejudice to her being a Samaritan.

Panting and breathless she blurts out to her neighbours about this ‘man who told me everything I did.’  Some of them snigger and roll their eyes.  “Not another man.  How many is that?”  Then she put them straight.  “Could He be the Christ?”  

That was enough for them.  They raced off out of town straight for Jacob’s well. No water pots.  They were so eager to find their Messiah they were prepared to believe even her story.

They got there to find Jesus explaining to his men, something about us Samaritans.  We go straight up to Him and beg him to stay with us for 2 days.  He agrees and returns with us to town. They all listened to him and within two days the others in town said to her, “We no longer believe just because of what you said.  Now we have heard for ourselves and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.”

Jesus met a Thirsty Woman 

“Get real” questions
1. What province did the woman come from?
2.  What town did she live in?
3. What super-power had invaded and resettled her province?
4. Who had dug the well she used to go to?
5.  Who wrote the books of the Bible which Samaritans held?
6.  What was one other section of Old Testament scriptures?
7. What was the other section of Old Testament?
8.  What were both the Jews and the Samaritans expecting?
9.  What name of God was she surprised to hear?
10. What spiritual exercise was to be done in Spirit and truth?
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	Questions of the story
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	2.
	What forms of discrimination did this woman experience?
	What discrimination do you experience?



	3.
	What was her inner pain all about?


	What is your inner pain?

	4.
	What strategies did she use to keep Jesus out of her real world?


	What strategies do you use to keep God out of your real world?

	5.
	What strategies had she used to meet her real needs?


	What strategies have you used to meet your real needs?

	6.
	What was her relationship with her father probably like?

	What was your relationship with your father like?

	7.
	What surprised this woman about what God was like?


	What surprises you about what God was like?

	8.
	What surprised this woman about worship?

	How was true worship different to what you have been told?

	9.
	What did this woman believe that Jesus could do for her?

	What do you believe that Jesus can do for you?

	10
	What response did this woman and her neighbours make to Jesus?


	What response will you make to Jesus?
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